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“] SHALL ASK FOR THE ABOLITION 


| Volume I, 


THE PENALTY OF DEATH UNTIL I HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT 


BOSTON, WEDNESDAY, 


— ———— — = 


DEMONSTRATED TO ME.”.... Lafayette. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1845. | 





Refuge of the Gallows. 


Last week ev. M. H. 
Smith’s Sermon, accompanied with such remarks 
This week we finish all 
We leave 


we gave an extract from 
as it seemed to demand. 
he has to say in favor of the gallows. 
the reader to judge for himself: 

‘*An eye for an eye, and: a tooth for a 
tooth,’ is most positively forbidden, and to re- 
sist evil is wrong. But the simple reason is, 
that government is appointed by God, and 
magistrates are his ministers, who bear not 
the sword in vain. (Rom. xiii. 1, 7.) No 
man is at liberty to redress his own wrongs. 
Bat if government do not afford this protec- 
tion, and magistrates bear the sword in vain, 
they compel men to become their own pro- 


Session 1843, respecting Commitments and Execu- 

tions for Murder, extroceed from the “ Mornng 

Herald,” of the 17th of Septembcr 1843. 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS. 

A very important Parliamentary Paper | 
on the subject of Capital Punishment for! 
Murder, which was moved for by Mr. Ewarat 
the close of the last Session, has just been 
published. It goes very far to prove the im- | 
| policy of that punishment, even when inflicted | 
for the greatest of crimes; and deserves the | 
careful attention of the public generally, but | 
| more especially that of the judges who enforce, 
and for the legislators who frame, the laws. 

The Return gomprises several Tables, and | 
the following is a brief statement of their con- | 
tents :— | 

Table I. gives the commitments and exe- | 

















tectors ; they put a dagger in the hand of ey- 
ery man, that he may do for himself what the | 
authorities fail to do. 

The third class have demanded the repeal | 
of the punishment of death for murder, on 
sectarian grounds. They say that it opposes 
their creed, and hence they demand its repeal. 
The Universalists in this State, in association, 
agreed, as I am informed, each preacher, to 
preach upon this subject, on this ground.— 
They made arrangemeuts to have one lecture 
delivered in every town in the State, urging 
people to vote against its continuance on our 
statute-book; and, so faras I know, this ar- 
rangement was completed. No sect has 
warned the public more strenuously than they 
against the fearful consequences of a union of 
church and state; nor has there been any 
where more watchfulness and jealousy, lest | 
some legislation should be effected in favor of 
evangelical religion. Yet, with the utmost 
coolness, they march yp to the ballot-box, and 
demand the repeal of this statute, because u 
conflicts with their faith. This they avow in 
their periodicals. That is, they ask for spe- 
cial legislation in favor of their own theory. 
They ask the freemen of New Hampshire to 
repeal a statute, because their creed does not 
recognize the principle on which it is based 
They ask for a union between their church and 
state. We are told, that Christianity demands 
the repeal of this statute; but what Chris- 
tianity? and who are its advocates and 
judges ? 

Considering the circumstances under which 
this trial was made,— the fact, that the repeal 
of capital punishment was recommended by 
the highest authority in the State; that a con- 
demned criminal had a reprieve till the ques- 
tion should be settled by the people, so that 
many felt that they were voting for the life or 
death of that man; the zeal of disorganizers, 
and the sectarian efforts of an entire sect; 
and the fact that some argued the question, 
even at the very ballot-box ; the decisive vote 
to sustain the ordinance of God, that ‘ whoso- 
ever sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed,’— presents a rebuke that will 
not soon be forgotten.’ 








Intemperance and attempted Murder— Wm. J. Neal, 
an Irishman living in the North Ward of the city of 
Newark, attempted to take the life of his wife, on 
Monday morning, by discharging at her a gun load- 


'ded into five periods of six years each. 
| Show that in the last six year’, with only 50 


cutions for murder in England and Wales du- 
ring the 30 years ending December 1842, divi- | 


They | 


executions, the commitments for murder were 
fewer by 61 than in the six years ending Dec. 
1836, with 74 executions ; fewer by 60 than 
in the six years ending December 1830, with- 
75 executions; fewer by 56 than in the six 
years ending December 1824, with 91 execu- 
tions; and fewer by 93 than in the six years 
ending with 1815,when the executions amount 
ed to the Jarge number of 122. 

In ‘Table iL, we have the only years since 
1810 in which all those convicted of murder 
suffered death without a single exception ; 
and, compared with them, an equal number of 








years in which the smallest proportion of those | 
x | 


convicted were executed. This forms a suf- 
ficiently striking contrast for the purpose of | 
comparison. inthe first case, there were 66 
persons convicted, all of whom underwent the | 
last sentence of the law. In the second 83 
were convicted, of whom 31 only were execu- 
ted, 52 having received commutation of sen- 
tence. Let us now see how these two very 
different methods of administering the penal 
laws affected the commission of crime in the 
following years. The total number of com- 
mitments for murder, in the four years follow- 
ing those in which all were executed, was 270; 
while in the four years following those in 
which little more than one-third of those con- 
victed were executed, it was only 222, making 
a difference of 48 commitments. If we com- 
pare the commitments in the following years 
with those of the first years, we find that after 
invariable executions the crime increased 
nearly 13 per cent., and that after commu- 
tations as the rule, and capital punishment as 
the exception, it decreased 17 per cent. 

Tables IIL, IV., and VLI., are all constructed 
on a similar principle, and form, as it were 
one series. They eatend from the year 1634 
(when the Returns began to distinguish the 
crimes committed in the different counties) 
down to the present time. They show, first, 
the effect of uniform executions on the com- 
missions of murder; secondly, that of com- 
mutations; thirdly that of acquittals on the 
ground of insanity; and fourthly, that of ac- 
quittals in general. This is done by compar- 
ing the commitments for murder in the years 
following the executions, the commutations 





ed with buckshot. 





and the acquittals with the commitments in 


An Erplanation of Parliamentary Return, No. 618, | 


the years in which they respectively occurred. | official Tables, that the crime of murder flour- 
The mode of reasoning upon criminal statis-|ishes most under a system of invariable exe- 
tics here followed may be somewhat novel :|}cutions —that it prospers more then than 
but it is, undoubtedly, stricter in point of proof; when the mercy of the Crown interposes with 
than any hitherto adopted. To make this|commutations of sentence that it prospers 
clear, suppose, as is actually the case, we find | more than under acquittals on the ground of 
that in the whole country there has been a insanity —and, lastly, that it even thrives 
large decrease of commitments for murder,| better than under a total failure of justice 
concomitant with a large diminution of execu-| through the acquittal of all who stand charged 
tions for that offence. This could not be con-| with the crime. 
sidered an unfair argument against the eflicacy| The seventh Table refers to London and 
of the punishment of death; but it might, nev- | Middlesex, and embraces 32 years, from 1810 
theless, so happen, when we came to analyse | down to‘the end of 1542. ‘They are divided 
the gross numbers, that we should discover into two periods of 16 years each. In the first 
that the whole decrease had taken place in| of these,54 persons were convicted of murder, 
all of whom, without exception, were executed. 


those counties in which there had been exe- 
cutions during the previous year; while in’ In the second, 27 were convicted, and only 17 
The commitments for murder, in 


those counties in which there had been com- executed. mitt 
mutations the crime had remained stationary. the latter peniod, with 17 execulious, were 
Then the inference, which before such analy-, fewer by more than half than in the for- 
sis had been against the expediency of capital mer period, with exactly double the number 
punishments, would be justly in their favor. | of executions. 
However, by‘taking the several counties, in-| Let all these facts be taken together, and 
stead of the whole country, we get rid entirely | let any man, possessing an ordinary degree of 
of this objection, and render the proof infinitely | intelligence and faimess, say whether they do 
more just and cogent. It must be admitted |not constitute such a large mass of unexcep- 
that whatever may in reality be the effect of| tionable evidence against capital punishment, 
an execution or commutation of sentence, we | 2s completely establishes their impolicy. Itis 
should rather look for that effect in the county | likely, it is morally possible, that the results 
where the execution or commutation occurred | here presented could have occurred, if the 
than any where else. It is not tobe supposed; punishment of death really possessed any 
that an execution in Yorkshire exercises an) Superiority over secondary penalties? Can 
appreciable influence on the state o! crime in| We even escape the conclusion that 1 is great- 
Cornwall, or a commutation in Cornwall on/ly inferior to them? It has been shown that, 
criminality of Yorkshire. Jt is in these coun- as executions decrease, murder diminishes ; 
ties themselves, if any where, that the results |and that the erime flourishes more after the 
must be ascertained. Proximity of time is! execution, without exception, of all convicted 
also of importance in such an inquiry as well of it, than under any other circumstances 
as that of place ; and for this reason the years Whatever ; more even than aftera total fail- 
immediately following those of the executions | ure of justice through the acquittal of all ac- 
or comutations have been adopted forthe pur- cused. It thus becomes apparent that, be the 
pose of comparison. ‘fear inspired by the punishment of death what 
These four tables embrace a period of eight | it may, that penalty operates much more pow- 
years. It is obvious that, were we torcompare erfullyas an example o: terror to deter; and 
single counties or single years, or even periods is, in fact and truth, a can. of the commis- 
of two or three years, no sound induction could sion of murder, Let none be startled ; there 
be made. But it ig thought that eight years | is in this noreason forastonishment. It were 


afford a basis sufficiently broad to reason upon | indeed astounding, if men acquired a higher 
‘regard for the sanctity of human lie by wit- 





safely. of 
Let us now proceed to the conclusions to be | nessing the brutal exhibition of the gallows.— 
drawn. | That they should thus learn to esteem it less 


Table III. contains the counties in which) is no just matter of surprise. They leave the 
all convicted of murder were executed, with | scene of an execution with those finer feelings 
the exception of those counties where persons| Which might have restrained them from the 
were ordered to be detained as insane. These|!commission of murder seared and deadened 
have been omitted, because an acquittal on! bythe spectacle. They knew not before what 
the ground of insanity, being followed by con-| it was to see a human bemg destroyed in cold 
finement; may be considered as practically | blood by the hands of man. That is familiar 
equivalent to a secondary punishment ; and it lto them now. It seemed a very easy thing 

yas wished to show the bearing of the capital|to do, It did not excite the horror which they 
penalty, when unmitigated by any lenity what-; had vaguely prefigured in imagination, and 
ever. ithey go home in a fitter state of mind to take 

This Table exhibits the following result:— | away the life of a fellow man, having 
lseen the same thing done by the executione: 
lwith so much cool indifference. Society has 
igiven them a lesson in killing ; it has conse- 
‘crated the principle of homicide by its intro- 
‘duction into the laws, and supplied a practical 
ersheet ae . |example of it. They will profit by the lesson. 


Table V., that in the vears fo!lowing acquittals ) rs ’ rill : , id 
on the ground of insanity, the commitments $32. — | They, too, will go forth to kill. Did we not 


ust 


That in the years following the execution of all ) 
convicted, the commitments for murder, as | 
compared with those of the previous year, 
deceased - - - - - - J 

Table 1V., shows in the years following com- } 
mutation, the commitments for murder de- { 35 _ 


t 2per cent 





mo murder decreased = - ph ontara? know the huge capacity of the human mind 
able VI., that in the vears following those in lo 5 , : ee so hs 
‘ : ry y » > > y »ScC ) 
which there were commitments and no con- } 23 — | lor folly and pre Judic e of every desc rapt n, it 
viction, the commitmentsdecreased = - |}might well fill us with astonishment to find 


Thus, it appears, on the authority of these | rational beings seriously believe that the best 
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mode of ineculeating a high regard for the sa- 
credness of human existence, is to give public 
exainples of taking it away; and the. most 


eifectual method of representing homicide, | 


to sanction it on the supreme authority of the 
state! These observations may be thought to 
reflect too strongly upon an institution which 
has been deemed indispensable in almost all 


ages and countries. But neither general preva- | 


lence nor ancient usage can justly render 
absurdities respectable, or shield them from 
merited obloguy. Moreover, a superior efficacy 
in the punishment of death is not properly 
inferred from its extensive adoption. The 
vindictive passions of the heart are alone amply 
sufficient to account forthat. The times, how- 
ever, are rapidly approaching when the gallows 
will be viewed in their true character, as a 
gross political blunder; and this is the charge 
on which the punishment of death must stand 
convicted at the bar of reason — that it is in 
uself acause of the commission of murder ; that 
wt increases the exposure of every innocent man 
wm the country to the arm of the assassin ; that u 


defeats the end it was tntended to advance, and 


promotes the very crime it is inflicted to repress. | 


Let it then be abrogated entirely. Let it 
be gathered to its kindred, torture and the 
wheel. They,in common with it, were potent 





“hh THE 


elaborate opinion in favor of the prisoner, upon 
a motion for a new trial. 

Wherefore your petitioners pray your Hon- 
orable body may be pleased to commute the 
sentence of death pronounced against said 
York. . And as in duty bound will ever pray. 


| This form of Petition will be printed separately 

and copies may be had by applying at the office of 
\the Hangman, 25 Cornhill. The time of execution 
is not fixed by the Executive, but it is important to 
create immediately a strong public feeling for the 
| prisoner. 





| CONVENTION IN THE HALL OF THE HOUSE 

OF REPRESENTATIVES ON THE SUB- 

JECT OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, FEB- 

‘RUARY TENTH. 

This was probably the largest meeting ever held 
‘in Boston on the subject of Capital Punishment.— 
We are informed that a large number were unable 
to gain admittance. A deep interest was felt on the 
We believe a strong impression 

was made. Never has there been so much interest 
| felt before in this city. 
| Hon. Ropert Rantout was chosen Moderator, 


| 


| solemn subject. 


and mighty prejudices of their day, defended | amd James Mircuenn, Secretary. The meeting 
by judges, approved by bishops, counselled by | was addressed by Rev. E. H. Cuapzy, of Charles- 


cautious: statesmen, and upheld by prudent |town: 8. EF. Coves, President of the Aterican - 


monarchs, They too, like it, vaulted the high | peace Society, Rev. Jonn Pirrpont, Wenpewi 
ee — ee wear — arise De Wilts 
( ) IY Te ve 8 | F 3 : , 
ot it ae OUthEy NACE VANIER) Cone Ul iis city. The Secretary has just handed 
from off the world’s stage, never, it is hoped, | 
’ oe ae * | to us some sketches of the debates, but such is the 
there to reappear. The scatlold must follow | 
them. Let it be abolished without delay, | Coded state of our columns that they must be de- 
Improve your secondary punishments to the | layed till another week. 
utmost that is possible; but do not defer the} Another meeting was immediately appointed to 
repeal of the capital penalty by reason of their | be held at Ritchie Hall, on Thursday evening, Feb. 
present imperfection: for it has been proved,/20. We hope this will be fully attended. Now is 
that imperfect though they be, they answer the time to act on the public mind We have strong 
por purpose better than the punishment of) hopes that Massachusetts will yet lead the way in 
eath. 


R CHANNING, and Mr. Tir- 





this great reform. She has now only tour Capital 
; offences upon her Statutes: Treason, Murder, Ar- 














Che Hangman. 
BOSTON, FEBRUARY 19, 1845 
a enone . ———— | ANOTHER VICTIM FOR THE GAL- 

PRAYERS FOR PETER YORK. LOWS!—CONVICTION OF ANDREW 
“Snow tuy Piry updéy act Prisoners anv | HOWARD FOR MURDER!! 
Captives.’ Since the sentence has been pro- . em ‘ 

In ourtour in New Hampshire, we visited this 


nounced upon the malefactor Peter York, the ap- | 
pointed prayer for ‘a person under sentence of | individual twice, and we became very much inter- 


| son and Rape. Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Hamp- 
|shire, and even Rhode Island are now ahead ; for 
lin each of those states, Murder only is a capital 
| offence. 


























HANGMAN, 





FACTS RESPECTING CAPITAL PUNISH- COVENANT WITH NOAH. 
MENT. | ‘ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
Capital Punishment has not been abolished in | shed.’—Gen. iz 6. 
/any State in the Union. There is no passage more frequently quoted in 
The States of Maine and Vermont have come | favor of Capital Punishment than the one placed at 
It is said by Rev. Geo. B. 
Cheever, of N. Y., to be ‘the citadel of the argument.’ 





very near the abolition of the death-penalty. In the | the head of our remarks, 


former State, there must be a whole year elapse 
between theesentence and the execution; in the | We have carefully looked at the passage and its 
latter State, there must be fifteen months. Within | connexion, and we feel satisfied that the great sub- 
a year past, Vermont has rather gone back in this | ject embraced in it is that of the inviolability of hu- 
reform, The law was so fixed, that the sheriff could | man life. We cannot go into a very labored expo- 
wait, after the year closed, for an order from the | sition, but there is one view which seems not to 
Governor, But now, we understand, from some con-| Have occupied that share of attention, which it de- 
versation with a distinguished lawyer of that State, mands. From all we can gather from the history of 
that fifteen months after the sentence, the oflicer is | that early age, we can find no instance in which 
required to perform the execution without any | Capital Punishment was infiicted. We know that 
special order. We gave in our second number an | jt was inflicted in a later age when Moses became 
account of a man now confined in the Windsor | the leader of Israel. But the Noahic covenant be- 
iprison under sentence of death. He’ has been there longed to a separate period. During the age of this 
two years or more, and whether he will be executed | Covenant, the sons of Jacob committed a most 
or not we cannot tell. He was at times sane | gross outrage, and Moses himself was a murderer, 
when we visited him. In our State we have an| We respectfully ask, then, the advocates of Capital 


express statute that, if aman is crazy, the sherif!) Punishment why the sons of Jacob and Moses were 


shall wait till he comes to his senses. If the crimi- | not put to death. It may be said that those individ- 
nal be a female and ‘in a delicate state,’ then the  yals evaded the law. In reply to this, it must be 
officer is to wait * * 7 | remembered that the advocates of the death-penalty 

Treason is said to be capital at common lawinall | contend that the passage contains a divine law. 
the States where there is no statute upon the subject»} Would not God see that his own law was exe- 
To this remark, there is one exception. Some}eyted? We sincerely wish that the friends of the 
years sinee, Gov. Dorr, of Rhode Island, moved in gallows would look to this point. If those who 
| the legislature to have treason abolished as a capital | 


| . v . } 7 ; 
| offence, and the motion was carried. Noah, did not believe that this famous passage in- 








lived more immediately under the Covenaut with 
This move- 


| ment is now the means of saving his own life! 
| There are thirty-four capital offences in the | ought we so to consider it? 
| Mosaic ode. Death was never inflicted by Moses 
for the stealing of property, but was invariably in-! of Capital Punishment to look at this point. Our 
flicted for stealing a man! culumus are open to all. Our periodical is started 

The passage in the covenant with Noah should for a full and free discussion of the death-penalty, 
be rendered, ‘Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by Come then, and present your strong 


culcated the doctrine of the punishment of death, 
Did not they under- 


stand itaswellas wedo! We invite the advocates 


reasons; show 
/man wILt his blood be shed,’ instead of ‘sHaxt | cause, ifany you have, why the death-penalty should 
his blood be shed.’ For this rendering we have | not be forever abglished. 

the high authority of Prof. Upham, one of the best | 
Hebrew scholars now living. | 





WORKS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
Capital punishment has been abolished in Russia, We are very much obliged to Miss Elizabeth 


ee BRA. meena sinel. ir ¥ 
Bombay, Sweden, and Belgium, It was also abo! Pease, of England, for two valuable Temperance 
ished in Rome for two hundred and fifty years, and | \J,cazines. and some tracts 

Magazines, ¢ : ’ 


: i") ' On looking them 
crimes have uniformly decreased wherever it has 


' wi? over, we find some valuable documents on the 
taken place, It was abolished in Tuscany, but was p 


restored by Buonaparte, not with reference to its 
good or bad effect, but merely to have a uniform 
law in all his dominions. 


unishment of death, which we shall be: happy to 


lay before our readers during the publication of our 
series of thirteen numbers. 





We would remind our 


It has been ascertained that at least one hundred 


| innocent persons have been put to death in England 


| friends that we should be very glad to receive any 
documents on this subject. 


At present, we have 
Sev- 


death,’ has been read in the Episcopal Churches of | 
this city, and will probably be used until the sen- | 


tence is executed or commuted. 

This is as it should be. For, to take the lowest 
view of such a service, it has, at least. the effect of 
connecting the interest and sympathies of a mass of 


people with the fate, and the present and future | 


welfare of an obscure, condermned eriminal, who 
might otherwise go out of the world uncared for.— 
Such charity is twice blessed ; it blesseth him that 
gives and him that takes. We learn that York is 
visited in the jail by the Rev. Mr. Cleveland. city 


ested in his case. We gave in our sketches of travel, 


an account of our interview, We rather expected, 


| from the state of feeling that we found, that Howard 
/would not be condemned. We learned one very 
limportant fact from a clergyman who was ac- 
| quainted with all the circumstances of the trial— 
| that about seven hundred men were challenged be- 
| fore a jury conld be obtained!! We shall refer to 
‘his case hereafter. The following we copy from 


| 
ithe Dover Gazette: 


D- : ; . 'found very few works written by Americans. 
O'Connell gives an instance of five that 


RG? ak 
| came within his own practice. 


| alone. dnt; 
| alon eral Legislative Reports have been published, and 


ja few pamplilets. 


, vr We searched diligently in the 
A writer says of those who are condemned to death, | 


preparation of our volume of essays, and we were 


at in nineteen cases out of twenty re is no | dei ; 
that in nineteen cases ou enty, there is no true | driven to foreign works, particularly those sent out 


/repentance; most of them die apparently careless 'by the London Society. We have thought it might 


| ~ we 
| about their former course of life, or of the world to | be interesting in some future number, to give a cat 


; come, 


| 


he firet ? 1 relati alogue of such works as are in our possession, and 
The first law o ‘ord relating t I was to! 
Phe first la os ng to marver was't such as we have met with on this subject. 


save the life of the murderer. See the history of | - 


missiouary, and by the Rev. Mr. Croswell, clergy- 
man of the neighboring parish of the Advent. In} 


Court of Common Pleas, Strafford County.—Thurs- 

: . > Ff, ’ . x Tie 0 + ‘ : q ry 

the meantime an effort will be made to procure a | day, Feb. 6th, 1845.—The, Court, ever since Thurs 
commutation of the sentence on account of the | (ay, a week ago, have been occupied with the trial 
nncertainty that hangs over the law on this particu- | Of Andrew Howard, to the entire exclusion of all 
lar case — Transcript. |civil business which crowds the docket. The trial 
Wisusdil tt wae Be Well for thoes Ohrintians to werk. 4 has proceeded slowly, the counsel for the defeud- 

>} ant contesting every inch of ground with the most 


as well as pray! Are they circulating petitions for! determined spirit not to yield.a single legal right or 


. ; " . | A ‘ ase ts : . | 
the commutation of. this poor. unfortunate being ?— | waive a single legal objection. The trial this term - 
Do they go to his cell and offer him consolation ?— has taken a different form from that which it pre- 


}sented at the last term.. Then, ingenuity of coun- 
4 : ; sek was taxed to make out murder in the second de- 
We fear that many are more disposed to | gree, admitting by implication, at least, that Howe 
pray than work. But we will wait and see, in this|ard was guilty of homicide. Now they assert his 
entire innocence, and demand of the jury an acquit- 
tal. At the last term the prisoner had no evidence, 
now several witnesses have been introduced by his 
: counsel to contradict some of the testimony tintro- 
Council, for we think they need prayers as much | duced by the government; but mainly to prove an 
as any part of the community with which we are | altbr, which means that the prisoner was in some 
| other place at the time the murder was supposed to 
|have been committed. Whether they have made 
| this out to the satisfaction of the jury, their verdict 

_— t ’ r T e nn ° hr . 
FORM OF PETITION FOR PETER | must determine. The trial closed Thursday night. 

, r «TT TAT . ‘WATMMATAM o Yhioaf tie », > slivworo eharc 

YORK. NOW UNDER SENTENCE OF | Chief — : Parker de oer d the, charge if the 
~ . men cees |jury in the afternoon, in a clear and learned reca- 
DEATH IN BOSTON JAIL. | pitalation of the evidence and the application of the 
T) the Honorable the 1 Council | several principles of law applicable to it. Let the 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


Do they inguire if he is made comfortable in his 


prison ! 


mstance. We would suggest to have prayers in all 


our churches till something is done. We hope, es- | 


pecially, Christians will pray for the Governor and | 


acquainted. 


Gore THOr ane , ° 
jresult be what it may, Andrew Howard has had a 


\fair trial. His defence has beeu patiently heard, 
Che Petition of Caartes Spear and other \2"4 every indulgence that the law would allow, has 
| been extended to him, and if guilty, has had more 
mercy shown to him than he extended to the inno- 
That PETER YORK cent. defenceless woman who was cruelly and bar- 
¢ Death fort! eJ \ | baronsly shot de ad in her own house, when no arm 
> eo} Pall rine int > at aa : j " 
ten ith for the irdero imes Norton, | was near to protect her 
been committed in Boston in| ps 


citizens of Massachueretts, humbly sheweth:— 
; | 
is now under sen-| 


alledged to have Frid Feb. 7 
° riday. eo. i. 

The jory in the case of Andrew Howard, at § 

o’clock last evening, after having been out about 

ialf an hour. returned into Court with a verdict of 

tenced to be hung, upon constructive and um-\ GUILTY OF MURDER IN THE FIRST DE- 


July last past. 


That said York was found guilty and sen- 


plied alice, and not with an actual, express, GREE. A motion was immediately made in arrest 
of judgment, by Howard’s counsel. The effect of 

and wi// { > . or hg i ; : 

and wi//ful intent to commit the erime. this motion will be at least to defer sentence till next 


Your petitioners also doubt, exceedingPy, | August term. 





the justice of said sentence inasmuch as one | ’ ’ . 
% 1 ; o , | A burelar, sentenced lately in Philadelphia, to 
Oi UGgzEes of the oiupreme ( ourt dissented 


l gave a very 


twelve years imprisonment, said he would inmpli- 


from said sentence, an able and | 


cate in his crimes, half the police in that city. 


Cain and Abel. The punishment of death first 
originated with Abimelech, Gen. 26; 11. 


ROCKPORT, MASS. 
We have received a very interesting account of a 





meeting held in this town, on Capital Punishment, 
| January 13th. 
able to notice this meeting before, but we have such 


We regret that we have not been 


a great amount of communications, that at present 
We feel 
that we have some warin friends in that vicinity.— 
We thank our friend M?. York, for his communica- 


we know not how to dispose of them, 


| 
| tion, and he will excuse us if we simply give the 
resolutions that were passed at the meeting: 


Resolved, That it is the purpose of Christianity to 
not to overcome evil 


\‘evercome evil with good,’ 


| with evil; to reform the criminal, not to do him in- 


|jury, or to exact from him an eye for an eye, or a 
tooth for a tooth, or his blood for blood. 

Resolved, That, in a high and peculiar sense, ev- 
|ery man should be his ‘brother’s keeper,’ even if he 
| be a murderer, and should coutantly endeavor to 
\save and bless. not to ruin him. 
| Resolved, That, as we are commanded to love our 
|neighbors as ourselves, and to do for others as we 
| would be done by, it would become vs to exert our- 
|selves, as best we may, for the abolition of Capital 
| Punishment in our State. 


Srrance Peririon. ‘ Parliament has been pe- 
titioned to abolish death,’ 

The above is cut from the Transcript of Saturday. 
If the prayer is grauted, we all become immortal, 
of course. 

The above reminds us of a similar form of ex- 
pression in a speech of Lafayette, from which the 
motto ef our paper was taken. The reporter repre- 
sented him as saying, ‘I shall ask for the abolition 
of death until I have the infallibility of human judg- 
So his remark now 
| stands in a London work in our possession. 


ment demonstrated to me.’ 


Back Numsers or tHe Hanoman. We would 
inform our friends that we can supply them with al 


| he numbers. 


| Donations —To carry forward any cause, means 
are required So far, the Society for the Abolition 
|of Capital Punishment have sent out no one to so- 
licit funds to carry forward the enterprise. | Some- 
‘thing must be done. At no time has more effort 
Executions are 
Soon we shall have an execution in our 
| city, unless something is done. Petitions should be 
} immediately circalated in every town_in the Com- 


| 
monwealth. 


‘been necessaary. multiplying 


'around us, 


To do any thing, requires a great 
|deal of time. Some one should be appointed to at- 
‘tend to such a duty. Collections must be taken up 


‘in aid of the eause. A periodical must be sus- 


| tained that will speak ont, from week to week, on 
lthe subject of Capital Punishment. 

Our wants have become known to some, and we 
| are happy to announce that our call has been re- 
|sponded to by two or three individuals, whose 


|names we announce: 





Professor T C. Upenam, of Bowdoin Col- 


| lege, Me., . ».\* a “ o a 5 00 
Rev. H. P. Srevens, of Framingham, 

Mass, - - += 2/2 =. 2 + = = = =», $500 

D. H. Bartow, of Northfield, - - - $050 

$10 50 

To Corresponnents. We are very much 


obliged to Rev, Warren Skinner, for his Sermon on 
We had supposed this pro- 
duction was nearly out of print. Itis a very able 
document, and we believe it has had an influence 
to modify the law of Capital Punishment in Ver- 
mont. It was delivered before the Legislature 
of Vermont, Oct. 26, 1834. We intend before long 
to give some extracts. 

We have on hand a valuable letter from Br. 
Chase, Westchester, Vt. 

Also one from J. W. Daniels, Newmarket, N. H: 

A communication has been received from N. 
Nichelson, Harveysburg, Ohio. 


Capital Punishment. 


i 
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 

We are much obliged to T. F. W. for his commu- 
nication; and, though we may notagree exactly with 
his theology, yet we gladly admit him to our col- 
umns, and sincerely hope he will continue his fa- 
yors. He will remember our paper is free for all to 
present their own views on the subject. We have 
been ggomised communications from Prof. Upham, 
Rev. B J. May, and 8. E. Coues, and others. 
Thes# will come in due time. Our respected cor- 
respondent hopes ‘ the Hangman? will outlive the 
limited season of thirteen weeks. Several friends 
have expressed the same. We have given very lit- 
tle encouragement of this sort. We are trying the 
experiment of sustaining @ periodical exclusively 
devoted to this subject. Should our friends encour- 


Let us take example from woman. She is 
humane; the heart is never steeled to the ap- 

eals of mercy; what an angelic disposition ! 

orgiving and pittying the most vile creature, 
flying to relieve the distressed and needy, and 
like a ministering angel, soothing their sorrows, 
calming their grief, and breathing words of 
hope and consolation to them to the last. Her 
efforts are even now felt in this great’ cause, 
like the mighty wind, bearing down all op- 
position before it— aye, and will eventually 
cause the triumph of merey over revenge, and 
arouse unforgiving, unpitying, merciless man 
toa sense of the wickedness of this practice, 
and show him that it is time to abolish this 
demon of Capital Punishment, and adopt the 
meek, forgiving disposition of Jesus Christ. 
Yours, truly, 











HANGMAN. | | 3 





|marks. My prayer is that you may be pros- | overcome murder by such an instrumentali'y 
pered in this good undertaking. I have long as the gallows, which, in spite of all the ‘ s:- 
| been opposed to Capital Punishment, and will garing over’ its friends have put upon it, is 
do all I can in my feeble way to assist you. still seen to be but an exact imitation of the 
| You undoubtedly meet with opposition, but | thing it is intended to prevent. 

| God will give you success, and you will find| But I did not take my pen to write a long 
‘many good hearts enlistedin the cause. [hope (article. I merely wanted to say a word hy 
the Legislature of our State will do something | way of encouragement to you in your glo.i- 
| the present session, towards ¢bolishing its pres- | ous undertaking. I hope you will be pis- 
ent law ; for I regard it as most cruel as it) pered, and the paper sustained. 

now stands upon our statutes. | Poor Thorn | Earnestly desiring that the time may 


‘for nearly two years, suffering ail the rigors barbarous ages, unworthy as it is of a Chris- 
‘and severities of its punishment; and yet, tian or’ even a savage community, shall be 
such is the character of our present law, that among the things that were, Iam, 

he is liable at any hourto be taken by the; + — Yours truly, 
executors of the law, and hung up in the prison Appison Davis. 
yard, by the neck until he is dead. Some 








has now been at hard labor in our State Prison’ speedily come, when the gallows, that relic of 





age us sufficiently, we may possibly continue our 
labors in this department. It isa remarkable fact, 
that, so far as we know, ‘ the Hangman’ is the only 


paper in the world devoted entirely to the subject of | EXECUTION OF BARRETT. 


‘ | 7 . “4 5 
Capital Punishment. Really, it would seem as! " Worcester, Jan. 6, 1840. 
. : . S — 
though a single paper might be devoted to this sub- Dear Sirk AND BROTHER: 3 On : Friday, the 
od 3d inst., the street near the prison, in this town, 
| was thronged with people, and inquiry was 
: -made why so many had gathered there. It 
that we should not find sufiicient matter for a pub-| yy. soon ascertained eat man was to be 
lieation of this nature. If they would look into our) ;illed, and the people had assembled to wit- 
study sometimes, they would find us so surrounded | ness the act. The mass were not, however, 
with documents, that they would wonder, not at the | gratified to witness the deed. It is said that 
searcity of our materials, but at the possible use we , about twenty persons entered the prison and 
witnessed the legal murder of Thomas Bar- 
rett. 

[ passed down the street in sight of the 
jail, about four o'clock in the afternoon, and 
the doors were closed. They had been 
-painted black — whether in mourning for the 

Ma. Eviron.—Permit me to intrude upon | horrid death, I know not. This I know; it is 
the space allowed correspondeats to your val- | time that the Christian people of Massachu- 
uable paper, to offer a few remarks upon the 'setts should abolish the death-penalty. It is 
subject of Capital Punishment; a subject) time to banish this re/ic of a barbarous ave! 
which is now engrossing public attention in | [ have seen the first number of the ‘ Hang- 
all parts of the civilized world and particularly | man,’ and wish you success in you benevolent 
in our own Country. enterprise. I suppose some twenty saw the 

I have long wished some able writer would | other hangman on Friday, and about the same 
establish a journal, devoted to the abolition of | number saw the man, hang 
this barbarous custom, of taking the life of a Yours truly, 
fellew being, as a punishment of crime, and I} Acpertr Case. 
was agreeably surprised, as well as eratitied, | 
at sight of No. lof the “ Hangman.” Quite | wT OE) 

. Ms ab ; my q ~ 7 ry , ‘ , 7 TT 
a number of my friends express themselves | LETTER FROM REV. G. W. QT IMBY. 
highly delighted at its appearance, and we | Saco, van, 23d 1845. 
hope to see it outlast the ‘limitedseason’ of; Br. Srpearn—Dear Sir:— Through your 
thirteen weeks, and venture to predict for it a| kindness, or that of some one else, I have re- 
long and a success{ul career. ceived regularly the numbers of ‘ Tue Hana- 

] would ask sir, what claim aman has to) yay’ up to the present date, and am much 
merey hereafter from his Moker, who shows pleased both with its character and spirit. 
none to his fellow man? What claim has he! The object you contemplate is a blessed one ; 
to mercy who sits down, and deliberately con-|and God grant that the time may not be far 
demns his fellow being to death—and whose | distant when the beautiful principles which 
ear is deaf to the appeals of mercy? But 1 you advocate, and which harmonize so perfect- 
hear some one say, this man had no mercy | ly with both the letter and spirit of primitive 
upon his victim, pi morainy he has "? sm christianity may influence all hearts! I say 
to our mercy ! answer, this man when he | primitive christianity ; by which I mean, the 
murdered his fellow being, labored under a} christianity of Cunist, and not the christianity 
owns tit - insanity ; a could not ror be i popular religionists of the present age, 

een aware of the extent, the enormity of the’ The Gospel nowhere sanctions the destruc- 
crime he committed. He probably repented! tion of human life. It is all mild and beauti- 
of his crime as soon as it was committed, and | ful in its nature. Innocent, like a lovely an- 
tho’ he boasts of his act before his fellow men, | gel —it comes to us with its gentle breath- 
yet he has a conscience w ithin him, whose ings of peace and good will, teaching us that 
Ie ay, WGK a not be pute mae ae ‘we should ‘/ove aur enemies,’ and ‘ bless those 
speaks to his soul in terms of reproach, and who curse us. I grow more and more in love 
reduces him to the depth of despair! If the | with the blessed doctrine of Christ; because I 
criminal has done wrong, that is no excuse for am daily, more avd’ more convinced of its di- 
us, that we should do sotoo. Whatright have} vine efficacy in renovating the heart —in 
we to take away life, ee no earthly power | bringing the spiritual affections into a beauti- 
can restore? Does not the Bible teach us} ful harmony with itself. And the cruel doc- 
that God will require the blood spilt by us, at} trine of ‘death punishment’ I view, as entirely 
our hands hereafter? If God calls the wicked | at war with all I find upon divine record that 
man to account for his murder, will He uot) fell from the lips of Jesus. And the only 
also call those men to account for their act, in| question the christian—the tme belief in 
taking the life of a fellow creature to answer! Christ should ask himself, in coming toa de- 
rire of ‘their povipyuciiee: God has ere- | termination with respect to this subject, is 
a : — = — te ney Se yy a -~ | nw ae ws nme ry ow the pun- 
vn, and when he sees o take him from |ishment of death ? ould he have pronoun- 
the world, he will do so. He has not sanctioned | ced the sentence upon the criminal at the bar: 
the taking of life by man. He will meet out |‘ I now order that you be taken to the prison, 
ample justice hereafter, therefore in the words | and from thence, on a certain day and hour to 
of the scripture. ‘ Revenge not yourselves, | the scaffold, and that there you be hung by 
but rather give place unto wrath, for it is|the neck until you are dead” Would that 
written ENGEANC EIS MINE! I will re- | blessed being have acted the part of the hang- 
pay saith the Lord! How insignificantis the | man, and attended to all the duties of adjust- 
petty justice a — the glori-| ing the cap and rope, and cutting the fatal 
ous justice Of God. Is it not far better to|cord? Why, the idea is shocking. Every 
confine the criminal, during the term of his life, | christian feels and know’s that all this is direct- 
and thus give him time to repent of his sins,|ly opposed to thi® spirit of Christ and the na- 
than to send him befgre his maker with his|ture and character of all his public ministra- 
sins unattoned for, and unprepared to answer |tions! Well; if the whole matter looks so 
to the charges against him ? shocking when viewed in bright and beautiful 


Roxbury, Jan. 4, 1845. a. 2 Ws 








ject, even in America! Some frieuds, who have 
never examined this subject, have expressed fears 


could make of them. We are preparing a caialogu: 
now, of works that have been published in Enuland 
and America. Should any iiend lave any scares 

works we would be giad to see them: or ai least tu | 


be informed of their name, Autor, and date. 





-er in it—so they think. 


A few years ago the prospect of the aboli- 
tion of Capital Punishment, was gloomy ; but 
now, the clouds of adversity seem to be 
breaking away, and a gleam of hope illumines 
our hearts, at the efforts now making to do 
away with this vile, unchristian, doctrine, of 
‘blood for blood; a doctrihe more fit for Pi- 
rates, than profesed Christians. Is this hope 
to be dispelled ? Will the heavens again be 
Shrouded in that impenetrable gloom, and 


light which ever emanated from the counte- 
nance of Jesus, why should we so fondly cher- 
ish it in our bosoms and fold it to our hearts ? 
Do we not profess to be followers of Christ? 
And should we countenance that which he 
would never have countenanced! Will the 
christian act the part of the hangman? And 
if not, will he sanction the act by authorizing 
another to commit the deed? Where is the 
consistency ? 





make the succeeding darkmess more palpable 
and gloomy than ever ? 


But it was not my intention when I com- 


|menced this letter to offer any extended re- 


people look upon this law as very mercifid in 
its demands ; but I cannot view it in that light. 
You will get a pretty good idea of its charac- 
ter from an article which I herewith transmit 
to you, written by myself, and which was or- 





‘riginally published in a paper in our village.— | 


But | am trespassing too much upon your time, 
and will close upon requesting you to forward 
me twelve copies of the Hangman for which 
I will be responsible. Send the back numbers. 
| Yours, in the love of every Gospel work, 
G. W. Quimsy. 


LETTER FROM ADDISON DAVIS. 

Br. Srear:—I am glad you have started 
the Haugman. I believe it may be made the 
means of doing much good for the reform 11 
advocates. ‘The stir already raised against 1 
by those whose cry is for blood, is evidence 
that it is doing good. It is to be expected 
that those who tell us that the religion of Je- 
sus requires ‘blood for blood,’ will be loud in 


their clamors against every attempt to abolish | 


the gallovs ‘Their ery is for blood, and they 
will have it. Nothing else satisfies them.— 
It is the only thing that has any atoning pow- 
blood’ of the murdered man, and ‘dead or 
alive,’ they']l have the blood of the murderer 
They regard the gallows as ‘a means of grace, 


heaven-appointed to keep men from straying 
‘from the path of right, and to bring back 


those who Aave strayed. How little do such 
persons understand of the sublime precepts of 
Christianity, or even the dictates of common 
sense, m respect to the treatment of crmi- 
nals. We must, indeed, all of us, acknow!]- 
edge our lack of Christian principle in this 
matter 


Perhaps we ourselves, subjected to the same 
influences that moulded his character, might 
have become like him. And after he has com- 
mitted the horrid deed, we do not ask our 
selves what the law of Christianity requires 
us to do for him, but rush forward, and in our 
, blind zeal, blot out his life from the sum of hu- 
man existence. We do not ask if the powei 
of love isnot sufficient to bring him back to 
virtue, But when a fellow man has strayed 
so far from the path of rectitude, as to imbue 
‘his hands in his brother's blood, we all stand 
‘ready to cast in our mites, to swell up the tide 
of public ndignation and rage that is to be 


poured down upon his devoted head like buin- | 


‘ing lava, to scorch and wither out from his 
| sow every green and jiving principle of virtue 
that might have been left therein afier the lior- 
'rid deed was done. 

| And yet we are very fond of calling our- 
selves Christians. May Heaven preserve us 
from Christianity, if such is its true character. 


| But it isnot andthey are guilty of libel wie} 
And yet how many there are, who} 


say itis. 
profess to pattern after Jesus, and still contend 
for the gallows as a sine qua son. Is it not 


passing Strange that so many of those who| 


| profess to have imbibed the spirit of the meek- 
est and mildest man that ever walked the 
| earth—those who profess to be his ambassa- 
‘dors and representatives, should still be in fa- 
vor of the me plus ultra of violence upon the 
persons of men? 

Capital punishment is an institution which, 
|in its operation, totally denies the great and 
| fundamental! principle of Christianity, namely, 
ithat of overcoming evil with good. Its advo- 
‘cates do not understand the philosophy of the 
‘religion tanght by Jesus. He based his reli- 
gion, or rather his system of morality, upon 
the great truth that every thing begets, or pro- 
duces itsown kind. This truth is universal in 
|the moral as well as the physical world As 
|every seed produces its own kind, and every 
janimal begets its own kind, so every feeling 
of the human heart naturally begets a feeling 
like itself Hatred begets hatred, vjolence 
| begets violence, a spirit of murder begets a 
spirit of murder; while on the other hand, 
llove begets love, kindness of heart begets 
/kindness of heart, a spirit of universal benev- 
jolence and forgiveness begets a spirit of uni- 
versal benevolence and forgiveness. ‘This be- 
ling the fact, how absurd to suppose we can 


They ‘smell the | 


We do not consider the unfortunate | 
‘circumstances under which he has been bred. | 


Tue Haneman.—This is the title of a weekly 
paper published in Boston, (the clty of notions) by 
Rev. Charles Spear. Its object is to effect a repeal 
of the laws on the subject of capital punishment.— 
If murder could be prevented by substituting any 
| other punishment than hanging, it seems to us that 
| all true patriots would do well to make a thorouzh 
investigation into the matter. In Virginia we have 
/ heard of some persons who would like to see cap)- 
(tal punishment abolished, and incarceration in the 
| penitentiary for life substituted in its place. But 
| the mass, we are inclined to believe, would hesitate 
long before assenting to a doctrine which they cou- 
sider so novel, dangerous, and unjust.—Jeffersonua 
| Republican, Va. 





We are happy to inform those friends that may 


| want Lectures on Capital Punishment, that Rev. H. 
| 
| 





F. Wricnt, of Cambridgeport, Mass., will be hap- 
py to supply such calls, 





NOTICE 


| 

| 

| A public meeting on Capital Punishment, will be 
/held in Ritchie Hall, on Thursday evening, Feb. 
20. at 7 o'clock. 

| Wm. Loyp Garrison, Wenveiyi Paiiiips, Dr 
| CHanninG, Rev. Joun Prerpont, and others, are 
/expected to address the meeting. 





| 

| 

| 

| E EALER in School and Miscellaneous Books, 

Stationary. Sheet Music, aid Periodica!s 

Manufacturer of every description of kiank Books, 

and general Job Binder, No. 403 Washington street, 

| Boston. : 

| Thomsonian Infirmary, and Botani 

| Medicine Store. 

Tp. WILLIAM CLARK may be consulted at 
his Infirmary, Nos. 80 & 82 Carver Srre: tT, 

Boston, 


N. B. Dr. C. will attend on Patients at their 
residence in or out of the city. 


| SOCIAL REFORM BOOKSTORE. 
‘|. 8 WATER-CURE JOURNAL, and Teacher 
of Health. edited by Joel Shew. M.D. Bela 
Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill, Boston, has for sale, Conver- 
sations on some of the Old Poets, by James Lowell ; 
Physiological Mysteries and Revelations in matters 
of vital importance to the married and unmarried of 
both sexes, by Fugene Becklard; Moral Physiolovy, 
| or a brief and plain treatise on an important subject, 
| by a Distinguished Reformer. 
| For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, 
' Boyle, and others, on Social Reform, The Phalanx, 
Social “Reformer, and Constitution and By-Laws 
lof Brook-Farm Assocation; Mrs. Child’s Letters 
'from New York: Selections from Fenelon. by: Mrs. 
| Follen; Life of Follen; American Politician: Bible 
| Quadrupeds; American Constitutions; the various 
| works: on the Water Cure; Pictorial Bible; Dr. 
| Aleott’s Works: the Physiological and Phrenological 
| Works of Fowler, Graham, and others. 
| 





Works on Capital Punishment. 

For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of 
| Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New 
| York, by John L. O'Sullivan. 1841. Price 75 cents. 
Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. 
| H. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents . 
Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a 
‘letter to the Marquis of Northampton, by John Pell. 
| London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to 
j the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheffield, on Capital 
| Punishment, by Samuel Roberts. London. 184). 
Price 6 cents. 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
toul, Esq. 1835. Price 25 cents. 


Pdi SHEW’S large work on Hydropathy, or the 
Water Cure; a New Edition, very much enlarged 
and revised. For sale by Bera Marsun, No. 25 Corn- 


hill. 


Office of the Hangman, 25 Cornhill, at 
Bela Marsh’s Bookstore. 

Subscriptions received also at Geo. W. 
Briggs’ Bookstore, 403 Washington Street. 

Single numbers may be obtained at Red- 
ding and Co.’s, 8 State street; Hiller’s, 137 
Hanover street; Flinn’s, 465 Washington 
street. 

Wanted: Several Agents to sell our 
works, to whom a liberal discount will be 
nade, [See Advertisement on last page.] 
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till Sunday, then to be deposited in a vault, and | 
there to remain till his own fate is known. I hear! 
the friend tell him his wishes shall be carried out. 
The following beautiful hymn is written by Miss Nicholas seems much affected; he trembles like | 
Dix, the lady who has memorialized our Legisla- 2” “pen leat. Who that has a heart would not) 
pe ey a , ‘ =” tremble in view of the hanging of a brother! 
ture and that of New York, on the subject of pris-| Now comes the Sheriff; he enters John’s cell, 
She has brought to view and adjusts his white robé and cap. He seems af- 
tected, while John is calm and composed as though | 
criminals. When we call to mind that she is spend- on terrible was'about to enageas They inane 
: ‘ 1e cell together, accompanied by the Priest.—| 
+ her own fortune in the cause of humanity; Nicholas aud John meet on the corridor, and take a) 
t she is traversing thousands of miles; that she long farewell; what they say I connot hear; but) 
strange to say, John seems urging Nicholas to take | 
courage and not be down-hearted. They part, and | 
is John, the Sheriff and the Priest, mount the scaffold 
lies in his filthy straw on the damp, stone floor; jn the prison yard. 
when we call to mind all this, and that she goes | 


JJoctry. 


ous and alms-houses. 
some startling facts in regard to the treatment of 


is fearlessly daring the dungeon’s gloom, and sym- 
pathizing with the poor, miserable occupant, as he 


QuarRTER Past ELEVEN. | 
“Tis done !—the deed has been consummated— | 
John Gordon is nomore! He walked to the scaffold | 
with 4 : , : 
ind how admirably has she expressed her feelings | bry Se rthed ure wie The Short’ ted ine 
in these touching and pathetic lines! Well do we | death warrant, but he was so much affected, it| 
seemed a great effort, and his voice was scarcely | 
audible tothe bystanders. This done, the Priest ad- | 
vanced to Gordon, laid his hand upon his shoulder, 


forth unaided and alone in her great work, how can 
we help admiring her ardent love for the degraded # 


remember the interview which we once had with 
her in our city, as she spoke of her sufferings and 


the reproach which she encountered. Our soul Was | and said— 
quickened, and our love for the prisoner increased : | “ Have courage, John ; you are gomg anto the pres- 
HYMN. | ence of a just God, where hundreds of your countrymen 


i have gone before you, martyrs at the shrine of bigotry 
* Thou shalt reap, uf thou faint not.’ and prejudice. Forgww. all your enemies.” 
—- | To this poor Gordon replied — 
Go,—beside all waters sow ; | “Ido forgive them —I forgive all my persecutors | 
land ememies —I1 forgive them because they did not | 
know what they were domg—Z hope all good Uhristians | 
| will pray for me.” | 
_ The priest and convict shook hands. The former 
tremblingly leitthe seatiold. The drop feli—a mo- 
ment’s struggle — and the soul of John Gordon had | 
‘returned to the God who gave it’ His body, after 
-hanging 20 minutes, was taken down, placed in a | 
_cotiin bearing the simple expression, ‘ John Gordon, 
aged 29 years,’ and delivered to his friends, to be 
conveyed to -Cranston, te his brother’s house, from | 
| whence, we learn, his funeral is to take place on 
| Sunday.—Prov. Gazette. 


In the morning scatter wide; 

Liberal, bid thy hand bestow 

At the fall of eventide: 

What shall spring, or where, or when, 
Thou art not concerned to know ; 
Quick’ning sunbeams, genial rain, 
God in his own time will show. 


Thou be faithful, watch and pray, 
Murmur not, nor dare repine, 

lf thy labors seem in vain 

From the dawn to day’s decline: 
Where the foot of sin hath trod 
There, unwearied do thou toil; 
Siill renew with ready zeal 
Etforts to reclaim the soil. 





Sincucar Arrest.—lu Swiss’s Life of E- 
don just published, a story is told of a man) 
who committed murder and msde his escape. 
| Every search was made but he could not be 
‘found Twelve years afterward, the brother 
What clad sound salutes the ear? of the murdered man was at Liverpool, in a 
Lo | tke Bibi Snfolde ike @recti! |public house, He fell asleep, and was awak- 

ET ened by some one picking his pocket; he star- | 
Now the grains app }, ted, exclaiming— ‘The man that murdered my 
Ripened now, the fields are seen : | brother twelve years ago!’ The fellow was 
Take the sickle, reap ye there ; | secured, the murder proved upon him,and he 
Garner in the sheawes spread wide ; was condemned. He had been absent from! 
W hat the harvest !—Souls are saved, England twelve years, as a soldier, and had 
Pardoned, sealed, and sanctified ! | just landed when he committed the theft that | 
Pl ‘led to his apprehension. | 
THE EXECUTION OF JGHN GORDON. | Gomepy anp Tracepy.—Baron Holbach, in | 
We have just received an account of the execu- | a conversation on theatrical works, thus de- | 
tion of John Gordon. The scene must have been | 8cribes comedy and tragedy :—‘ The business | 
We are only able this week to give | Of @ comedy is always a marriage, and that of | 
o ieniiahieediiadadli alk tian dieemeimaiatinsta eeadmranuiaeane tragedy a murder. All the intrigue turns on | 
® mene peptes, of the wangaction, ‘this question—shall they marry, or shall they 








indeed awful. 


all unstrung at reading the account of ppl lope | not marry ;—shall they kill, or shall they not | 
murder. We know not how to write now. We are | kill? They shall marry—they shal! kill, and 
sad and dejected. Why could not the authorities | <9 ends the first act: they shall not marrv—| 
of Rhode Island have spared their victim till the they shall not kill, concindes thé ‘second act. | 
trial of his brother in March? It was all he asked. A new means of marrying and killing presents | 
We repeat what we have said before, that Rhode | itself, which is the substance of the third act. | 
Island has disgraced herself in the eyes of the, Anew dfficulty arises, and prevents the mar- 
whole civilized world. She has, however, some | mage and the murder, and forms the fourth act. 
shame left, for she takes her victim up into a cor- ~~ ee ee eet the some: © ge! Aare 
ner. Tne following from our friend Wheeler, to FY and they Kill, which completes the piece. | 
whom we are largely indebted, will show how they | es 


sya rag ic BATES'S PATONT | 
murder in Rhode Island : +} ' ‘ 

0- ¢ iy Q To . 
‘The Gallows was erected in the Yard connected Sliding Top Chamber os hower Bath 


' me NVHE Subscriber respectfully informs the public that he 
Liate ) « « © . 2 yb 2e . : , , 
with the State Prison and Jail, in ve —" 25 rire continues to manufacture, and has for sue, the justly 
square, and entirely enclosed from any outside | celebrated SLIDING-TOP SHOWER BATHS, to be 
view. About 20 persons were within the enclosure, | used in the Bed Chamber before dressing. 
consisting of the Deputy Sheriffs, one of the Catho- | All orders will be immediately attended to, and they will 
he Priests, and a few other individuals, with Roger be furnished in such style as may be preferred by the pur- 


> gabe chaser. The rapid sale which this Bath has had, and the | 
Ww . Ed 2 2 ’ Bit * . ‘ 
Williams Potter, the Sheriff of the County, who universal approbation it has received, is a sutlicient guaranty 


performed the office of Hangman by touching arope | of its usefulness. 
with his foot, when Gordon swung down into a box | The following letters from gentlemen well known to the 


prepared for the purpose, and entirely out of sight.’ | public, are offered as evidences of its great aiility and adap- | 
tation to the purposes for which it is designed. 





County da: 1-2 o'clock A. M. From the Rev. Johu Pierpont, Pastor of Hollis st. Church, 
' February 14, 1845. ovine Boston. a -T 
y Feb 13, 1844.— Sir— The Portable Shower Bath, manu- 


‘ > i ? : a - . - | 

I feel I cannot see the execution. Tis too much | ¢ctured by you line béca, used iy one of my. family forébous | 
for nerves like mine. How can I look upon a man, | four months, and highly commends itself as well for the 
ist passing to eternity by the hand of his fellow | compactness of its operation. Ihave seea no other contri- 
? ; , +m ; j | y - * < r - 

man—strung up, twixt Heaven and earth—dangling, | vance for the same purpose, that combines so many advan- | 


’ : : " | tages as this, and, at the same time, involves so little ex- | 
choking, groaning, struggling there! How can [| ™ — . ) 


“a pense. 
Good God! is it John Gordon, or am 1} As Ihave been for several years in the daily use of the 
| shower bath, with great benefit to myself, 1 can confidently | 
| recommend the ‘sliding-top bath’ of Mr Bates, to allsuch as | 
wish to enjoy the comfort of conscions cleanlines, and the 
kindred biessings of cheerfulness and health | 
JOHN PIERPONT. 


From gentlemen who have purchased the Bath, and used it in 


witness it! 
to suffer ! 
. * * ¥ * * 
Here is the Sheriff. He seems a Sheriff, and yet! 
he seemsaman. ‘Tis a sad office that he must 
perform—and so he feels it. I doubt not he would 
sooner meet the enemy of his country in a pass their families, 
. 1e@ > é ile, than out oO . : ; A e | 
and even handed struggle for dear | - , } Feb. 5, 1544. — The undersigned, having used in our fami- | 
all danger, eut the cord that holds together the soul |);.. Bate's Sliding-Top Shower Bath, and being convinced | 
aud body of John Gordon, though he knew of a that it is a very useful, convenient, and necessary article, | 
truth John Gordon was a murderer. He looks | more simple in its construction and better adapted to the | 
calm, and coolly pursues his work ; and yet | could vee re parr’ onnent ne voressiars Minncooen Sed 
nage ot ie r a ve: it seems to | Wthal, so low in price, compared with other bathing appa- 
but wish he had the power of reprieve ‘ype ._ | ratus, that we take pleasure in recommending it to all who | 
me there’s mercy in his soul and im his Counte-) ape in the cleanly and healthy practice of frequent bathing ; 
and we feel sssured that all who use it will unite with us in | 
the expression of approbation, which is fully justified by our | 
perience. 


nance 
Evreven O'CLocx. 
I am in the hall of the State Prison, with about |e 


sixty others. Poor Gordon is yet in his cell in the| Piiiee en bes Boston. ge wie Boston. 

State Prison, with his Priest and one or two-friends.| George Brown, « | Sam'l S. Curtis, “ 

His brother Nicholas is standing on the corridor in| M. M. Ballou, Wm. Beals, «“ 

front of his cell, eagerly talking with a friend. He; Wm. Dall, a T.W. Haskins, Roxbury. 
$ C. Briggs, Roxbury E. Bartlett, 7 


w te the nliew r ts 2ave t he ° 
wants the priv ——~ of taking “ of Jone Me 4 d Apparatus for Vapor Baths, to be used with the above, 
quits his cell for the last ume. e warts the dea always for sale hy L. Y BADGER, 49 Congress st. 
carried to his house in Cranston, and keptthere | February 13, 1645. 





oO) 


HANGMAN. 





Preparing for Execution, 





UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 


MASSACHUSETTS! 


James Norton. 


NEW YORK! Bast, the pirate. 
Blackwell’s Island, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the 


President in July, 1845. 


MAINE! 
in the State Prison. 


VERMONT! 


Tuomas Tuorn, for murder, 
Time of execution not fixed. 


Peter York, Boston, for the murder of 
Time of execution not fixed. 


Now confined in the Prison at 


Now confined at hard labor 


Evcene Cuirrorp, for the murder of his wife and 


child. Time of execution not fixed. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Samvet Zeppon, for the murder of Cuffy Todd. 


Time of execution, March 14, 1845. 


Francis Baster, Tunckhannock, Wyoming Co. 


Friday, March 28th, 1845. 


4 LOUISIANA! 
1846. 


TITLES OF JESUS. 
BY CHARLES SPEAR. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 
HIS work has received high commendations 
both in this country and in Europe. We sub- 
join a few notices. 

‘It seems to me to be one’of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible and the Hymn Book.’ Hen- 
ry A. Mires, Lowell. 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and ina 
popular form, it presents the results of much leamed 
labor and research. I consider its circulation de- 
sirable, and earnestly recommend it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and seriptural know!- 
Cuaries W. Urnam, Salem. 


From the Inquirer, London, 


‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 
to Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a 
popular style, accompanied by a great variety of 
valuable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlantic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical divinity. We have no 
hesitation in expressing our approbation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and’ tendency, and our hope that it 
will meet with a welcome amongst us.’ 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families 
as a useful] and interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercises. We recommend it to eongrega- 
tional libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest npon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best man- 
uals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 
tical Jessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit- 
erary taste, to display literary ornaments on their 
drawing-room tables, we can Conenenn? recom- 
mend it for this purpose too. In typography, paper, 
and binding, it is beautifully got up. It contains 
fine engravings by an eminentgAmerican artist. 
And if visitors have occasionall¥ to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the 
house, we do not know how they could spead the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interestng work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 
Christ.’ 

This work is not in the trade, but is published 
and sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 
Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


edge.’ 


Paving, the slave. 





To be hung on 


Time of execution, March 28, 


Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


BY CHARLES SPRAR: 
Tenth Edition, with fine Engravings. 


Tv HIS work is intended to present a concise and 
_ pracucal view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
paring the work the author had access to many 
valuable foreign publicatiords, searcgly known in 
this country. The work coutains sixteen Essays: 
one chapter embodying O'CONNELL’S Speech on 
the subject. 

The work presents a view of all the capital of- 
fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
jurists never to have been accomplished before. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 


‘If any man can read these Essays, and not be 
convinced that legal killing has incited to four mur- 
ders for every one it has prevented. he must, it 
seems to us, be steeled against the force of evi- 
denee, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely circulated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, which will re- 
tard its dissemination. The facets here industriously 
collected—the recorded opinions of Beecaria, Black- 
stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smollett, La- 
fayette, Channing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
&c.,—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume. Tothe more general reader. this work must 
be more interesting, than the freshest novel ean be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental porirait- 
ures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims.’— New 
York Tribune.’ 

‘This work contains the clearest and most con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, ov the subject 
of Capital Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it are thrilling in the extreme. We do 
not envy the head or the heart of the man, who ean 
rise from its perusal without an utter abhorrence of 
this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determination 
to do his utmost to sweep it from our criminal code : 
with or without benefit of clergy.’—Anti-Slavery 
Standard. 


‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his argugnents, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and 
judgment assent to, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are professedly based 
upon the ethics of Christ. —Hunt’s Merchant's Mag- 
azine, N. Y. 


‘ The subject is most ably treated upon by the au- 
thor, who has condensed into a book of about 250 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character.’—-Bay State Democrat. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street, where also sub- 
scriptions for the Hangmen will be received, and 
single numbers sold. 
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